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/^T HAVE not willingly planted aI thorn In any man'a bosom."I None could say so more truth-

fully than Abraham l.lncoln.
This, together with having preserved

the Union and freed the sluves, was
his greatest glory. For a thousand
times, when the power to strike was
hla and the Incentive for revenge
would have tilled the bosoms of most
other men with devouring (lames of
wrath, he meekly forbore, and, in
lieu of chastisement, contented himselfwith administering good-natured,
kindly advice to the offenders.
An illustration of this was his treat.merit of Clonent I. Yallundighdm,

who hud made a violent anti-draft
speech and whom* Imprisonment sentenceLiincolu commuted to transportationbeyond t lie military lines.
Other acts of detlunce by friends of
Vallandlgham on the refusal of the
President to make effective in his
behalf tlie writ of habeus corpus in
an area under martial law elicited
only this characteristic response:
"Must I shoot the simple-minded

soldier boy who deserts, while I must
not touch a hair of a wily agitator
who induces him to desert?"

*

Lincoln luul even offered to release
Vallandigrhani, who nan been nomillfltfirlfnt> / lAunmini' .»f /"t 1»5 ~ S f *> «..... .. tu. >.|V i V I nut VI V/UiU, II UIC

friends who interceded for him would
sign n declaration that there was a
state of rebellion and that an army
and navy were constitutional means
to suppress it. This they refused to
do. Their contumacy and the President'sgenerosity caused a revulsion
of feeling in Ohio, and Vallandighatn,
who had first been regarded as a sort
of martyr, was defeated at tlie polls
by an overwhelming majority.
Prohibitionists have especial reason

to celebrate Lincoln's birthday anniversarythis year, wherein they have
scored the double victory of liquor
drought both by constitutional amendmentand as a military measure. Lincolnwas a teetotaler. One of the
first uses he made of his ability to
write as a boy was to prepare an argumentfor temperance. This was
printed in auf Indiana newspaper. To
a member ot Congress lie said in 1S5L
in bis forty-fifth year:

"I do not in theory, but T do in fact,
belong to the temperance society, lti
this, to wit, that I do not drink anything.and have not done so for very
ninny years."
To the committee appointed by the

republican national convention at
Chicago, May lt>, 1 SCO. to announce
formally to Lincoln at his home In
Springfield. III.. Iii* nomination for
tho presidency, he said:
"Gentlemen, we must pledge our

mutual henlths In the most healthy
beverage which Hod has given to
man. It Is the only beverage X have
ever used or allowed in my family,
and I cannot conscientiously depart

, from it on the present occasion."
Appropriate likewise Is the celebrationof his natal anniversary at a

time when the great peace conference
Is sitting to devise means for a league
of all nations and the Insuring of
rreeaom to nil manmiui. l ttion ana
freedom were the guiding stars In
Lincoln's life. Kor this reason he
made the Constitution of the United
States his chart and the Declaration

,
of Independence his compass from the
time he was first able to comprehend
their meaning:.
In a speech In 1868. when he was

running for the United States Senate
against Stephen A. Douglas, the
dAmnrrfltic rvi mi iiln f«» h.» «ult1

*
* +

'This (the Declaration of Independence)was their lofty and noble and
wise understanding of the Justice of
the Creator to Hie creatures.to all
His creatures, to the whole great
family of man. In their enlightened
belief nothing stamped with the dl,vine Image was sent Into the world to
be trodden on Htid degraded and lmbrutedby Its fellows. They grasped
not only the whole race of men then
living, but tbe.v reached forward and
hoUoiI upon tho remotest posterity.

So that no man should hereafterdare to limit and circumscribe
the moili principles upon which the
temple of liberty was built."
And again, years afterward, when

Clen. I.ee had been defeated at GettysburgIn July, 18(13. and in Novemberthat battlefield was dedicated as a

soldiers' cemetery, Lincoln sold;
"Fourscore and seven years ago our
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fathers brought forth 011 this continenta new nation, conceived In libertyand dedicated to the proposition
that ail men are created equal. Now
we are engaged in a great civil war,

testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated,
can long endure.
"We are met on a great battlefield

of that war. We have come to dedicatea portion of that Held as a final
resting place for those who here gave
their lives that that nation might live.
t* 1 - aiinoaiiiai' flliltio 0111I nnmcr
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that we should do this.
"But in a largo sense we cannot

dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we

cannot hallow this ground. The brave

tnon, living and dead, who struggled
here have consecrated It far above
Our poor power to add or detract. The

world will lttlle note nor long rememberwhat we say here, hut It can

never fornet what they did hero
"U 1* for u», lite Using, rutlicr to be

dedicated hero to the unfinished work
which (hey who fought hero liavo thus
far so nobly advanced. It Is rather
for us to he here dedicated to the

great task remaining before us.that
from those honored dead we take Increaseddevotion to that cause for

which they gave the last full measure

of devotion.that wo lure highly resolvethat these dead shall not have

died in vain; that this nation, under
tlod. shall have a new birth of free
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dom, anil that government of the people,by the people, for the people ahull
not perish from the earth."
In thla noble speech I.lneoln tvus

mistaken only In his Relief that the
world would "little note nor long rememhei"what lie suiil on that occasion.

*
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School teachers had but little to do
with Lincoln's training. All told he
attended school loss than a year In all
his life. And yet many of his speeches
arc ranked as among the most treasuredclassics of our language, and beneatha letter of his, preserved in one
of the colleges al Oxford, the authoritiesof that institution have appended
the comment: "One of the purest
specimens of pure l'ngl'.sh extant "

The letter is as follows;
"Dear Madam: I l ave been shown In

tho fltcs of the "War Department «

statement of the adjutant general of
Massachusetts that you are the motherof five sons who have tiled gloriouslyon the field of battle. 1 feel how
weak and fruitless must he any words
of mine which should attempt to he-
ml!* >011 from the ar'ef of a loss so

ovont licimlvik. Hut ! cannot refrain
from lenderltut to 5 on the consolation
thai may he found In the thanks of
the republic they died to save 1 pray
that the Heavenly father may asauatfethe nnitulah of your heiea.einentand leave you only the cherished
memory of the loved and lost, and the
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solemn pride that must l>e yours to
ti

have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the
altar of freedom.

p"Yours very sincerely and respectfully,ABRAHAM 1.1NCOI.N." '

And of his second inaugural address,
delivered March i. 1866, the London
Spectator declared: "We cannot read v

it without a renewed conviction that u
it i» the nobleet political document s

known to hletory. Stirelv none
wan ever written under a stronger
.sense of tin* reality of Hod's puvprnment.And certainly none, written hi w

a period of passionate conflct. ever A
ho completely excluded the partiality I
of victorious faction and breathed ho

pure a strain of tnlnyhd Justice and \*

mercy." n

Here is the concluding portion of
tliis address a

"Fondly do we hope fervently do "

we pray, that the mlKhty soourfce <»i* *

war mu> pa at* aw a v. Yet If »J.m1 w ill*
that it continue until m 11 the wealth n

piled by the bondsman's J50 years of ts

tintequl.ted toll shall be sunk an«l u

Until every drop of blood drawn with u

the lash shall be paid by another a

drawn by the sword, 119 wan said 3.000 al

year* ago, ho hum tt mtint be saui
'tho judgment:* of tlie l.ord are trur '1

and righteous nltogethr Willi 11

malice tnvi inl none, with chni ily for
all. witli firmness in the right, let us

Strive as Cud gives us to see the "

right: let us strive on to finish the 11

work we are In, to hind up the n«lion'swounds, to rare for hlni who

re Alive?
halt have borne the battle and for
lis widow and his orphans, to do all
rhloh may achieve and cherish a Just
'iu irauns peace among ourselves
k'ltli all nations."
Many have asked the question how
ne who had received 110 more

ehooling than could he crowded into
ess than a year could attain to sucll .Jcui
iigh excellence in oratory and lllera«
ure.
lie needed no teacher other thart
he inspiring light of his own genius, j -«!g
which showed him how to make tita >} '' jt
nost fruitful use of whatever hook* i '«.vj
ha nee brought to his hand. Ilia 1
nother, Nancy Hanks, a woman of"*
ar higher intellectuality than is orlinarilyfound in the lowly sphere ,1 Jf"
11 which the Lincoln family moved,
aught him to form the letters of the
.Iphabet Much beyond this her store
f learning did not go; hut i< siilliced ] 'rJR®
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ho treasures of the Bihle, Aesop's'
'ables, Ko binson Crusoe, Pilgrim's
'rogress, History of the L'nited
nates ami \V cents' Life of Washing-

^

llis first reading of these volumes IfW 19
ras prompted hy curiosity to know
he "stories" they contained. They
o impressed young Abraham's mind
hat he wanted to tell the whole
rorld about the interesting things he
tad "discovered." lie found it hard
o express himself in us interesting a

tanner as the authors had expressed
hetnselves to hint; so he went at the 4'.
ooks again and again, rereading
hem 'until he hud well-nigh commiiedthem to memory
Not only that; like the ancient i?
»reek Demosthenes, the greatest of Vg *

II orators, who transcribed Thucyides'vnany-volumed history, Llnoln.too, transcribed a great deal of 3 $*
i hat he read. Judging front results
i will not be amiss, for the benefit of |Ji
mbitious youngsters of today, to outinejust about how this young em*

ryonic President proceeded in his ^
elf-imposed task of garnering the ^ y.®
wealth of thought which he found in M

Me would read a paragraph, then J , ?
hink it over, and, after having mas- \ '!!§ '*? ".4
rrru me iiit'us comaineu in li. no ^oulrt write down these ideas in his
wn words Then ho would on to

he next paragraph and repeat this
pemtion, and so on and on, vintil ho
elt he had done enough mental har- $
esting for the day.
Many a word which tlie boy en* JS (i»
ountered in his readings was, of K w*

ourse. unintelligible to him. He hat^\ j
*

10 unabridged dictionary in thosa
arlv years of his life to aid lilm ill \ ij
;etting at their meaning, their deri- «&jj|p
ation or their pronunciation, and so ' '"j
le was left to get, from the context,
uoh meaning of these words as "com11011sense" suggested. Btif, if the
orrrct usage of words In the writ- 'Js Ja
ngs of his mature years is any crl- i
erlon. he mast have done what other
treat minds have don« and will ever 0

jS .tH yj<ontlnue tv do in such a contingency. JttfaMK
ainolv. jotted down upon a niece 'i4i
aper every word of unfamiliar hoortand either looked up its defini- j
ion ax soon as opportunity offered, I

r »»1 xe asked somebody qualified to
now to tell him its meaning. And as

r»on thereafter as possible he would

«»» these words either in his con-*

ersalloti or writinu
* '.rsr' %

t ' i
N;t IlattUs Uncoil died in 1818, 1. *r-4 v|
hen Abraham was nine years old.
year or so Inter his father. Thomas

.imoln, tnaijh vl a^ain. this time a i J» S
*

blow. Mrs. Sally Bush Johnston,
h<» had h« *'» his (Ianh. hv had

^̂
el N'ancy Hank* Fortunately, the
tepmother proved to be kindhc-arted
nl mother'.}, is was her h:>i.st- ^ -jj
nee which obtained from her utterly
literate husband pmnii-fioii for his
oun ; «oi to Ind ilire the fondrteaa for *

nulmt I it<' ihier Mncoii' re^aidid ,

very minute spent ovei books a

aate of time, ami until bid new

Ife'M intercession h* had ma te 'it
ImoM impossible for the boy to do
ny rending except by rt« aitli. ^ Jj
Later, when bra hat n was drawing
> wai d the close oi" h tecis ho oh*
uned from Aiaj John T. Stuart, a
iw\ er. a copy of Blackstonr'? con»ipntarles.and as the mujoi's oftite
MM If! Vf'.V S;ll»Ml ^ \ I V'» )\ 111' . ... *. ':M
Mital l«»r, cabin lion»© twenty-oild I
il^H away, lit walked that <! t
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